By Alexander Garden, M.I)., Civil Surgeon.
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The next great outbreak is that of The jail records corrmence with 1844. In the jnil and district fever was very bad. Of the prisoners in jail 94 per cent.f passed through hospital on account of fever, and there were 19 deaths. Dr. Butler, Civil Surgeon, remarks :? " The prisoners during tlie last 6 months (July to December) have been very unhealthy. Bilious intermittent has been very prevalent amongst them, few only of their number having escaped one attack, and very many indeed of them having had repeated relapses, followed by great debility, visceral engorgements and ulceration of the intestines. The mortality during the period under report has been immensely high. Nothing like it has been known for years past. The increased sickness is to be ascribed to an epidemic which was very prevalent throughout the district, and from which the inhabitants of the city and the villages on Though the fever had thus attracted the attention of Government in 1867, its prevalence was not shown in the jail returns. So marked, indeed, was this immunity of the prisoners, that special reasons were sought for, and assigned, viz., better hygiene, and earlier retirement to their barracks at night. Subsequent years proved the immunity and its causes to be utterly fallacious. Being absent in 1867 and 1868 I cannot speak from personal knowledge of the fever of those years. In 1867 the rainfall was unusually heavy, especially in July and August, 37"9" having fallen between the 10th June and the end of August. The fever commenced, I believe, after the rains.
In 1868 the epidemic increased, but the rainfall was excessively small, amounting to only 15'4", of which 10'2" fell in July. The mortality from fever was increased in the district, but the jail continued so far free that only 63 per cent, of the prisoners passed through hospital on account of fever, and the deaths from it and its sequela; amounted to only 2.
In 1869, judging by the severity of the symptoms, the fever poison was most intense, though the mortality was not as great as in the next year. The prisoners suffered severely, 110" per cent, having had fever, and 11 deaths having arisen from it and its sequelce. Owing to the previous year's want of rain undoubted scarcity prevailed, almost amounting at one time to famine, and this was warded off only by the limited rainfall of this year occurring just when it was wanted. Only 20-35" were registered beween June 23rd and October 1st, and the marked feature was the long intervals of clear, bright, drying weather, between each individual fall, of 3 or 4 days.
In 1870 the effects of the fever poison, at least on the Europeans, had much diminished, but the mortality amongst the natives was much increased, the result I believe of want of a sufficient supply of food and of the previous years' attacks of fever. I noticed this in the jail. Nearly all new admissions had the fever-stricken look, and very many had at once to be sent to hospital. Of the prisoners 121 per cent, passed through hospital with fever, the deaths from it and its scquelfe amounting to 25. The rains were decidedly good, the fall registered being 30'7" between June 8th and September 26th, and were well and fairly distributed. 
